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would be above all control from this country; if he could
not, India would be a prey to all the evils of misgovern-
ment. The governor-general would have the responsibility
without the power, and the local governors, vested with
irresponsible power without credit for good measures,
and able to shift the blame of their bad ones on the
paramount authority, might be expected to run into all
the vices incident to such a position; whilst the governor-
general, sensible of the false position in which he would
find himself placed, might be led into situations deroga-
tory to his high station, in order to keep up the sem-
blance of his power, or really yield to the temptations
which would beset him, from the absence of those checks
which have hitherto been deemed essential in the system
of Indian administration.
u But it is further proposed to have no local councils,
* because the supreme government will be strengthened:
This may appear to leave the governors locally more
respectable though more strongly checked, in theory at
least, from a distance, I must, however, think that even
the form of administration by a governor in council is
not a matter of indifference to keep the government well
with a European community, which will be likely to
receive with jealousy and dislike the orders of a nomi-
nally powerless, but really absolute functionary. But
more especially unless the plan contemplates appointing
to the local governments none but men of local know-
ledge and experience, a council is, in my opinion, indis-
pensable, as well for enlightening the governor as for
arranging the public business for him; and to enable the
governor-general to exercise his control usefully and effi-
ciently, it must be desirable to have the aid of the opinions
of independent members of the government, appointed from
fa&me, rather than the voices of secretaries, likely to be